Building a Tower – Which government is most successful?
Group A

Write the names of group members in the table below.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Directions:  Using tape and index cards, your group will create a tower in the time allotted by the teacher.  Your group’s building decisions will be contingent upon the following:

All building decisions will be made by the tallest person in your group without input from other group members.  The leader has the authority to supervise and direct the building process.  The leader may not be spoken to unless approval is given.  Other members of the group may not talk unless approved by the leader.

Questions: This section is to be completed once the teacher calls time for the tower building.  Each group member must take a turn being the secretary.  All group members are expected to participate in answering the questions.

1. Was your group an authoritarian or democratic government or even a government at all?  Specifically what type of authoritarian or democratic government?

2. How could you tell?

3. Fill in the table below listing advantages and disadvantages of your government.

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Is this a type of government you would want to live under?  Why or why not?

5. How is our government (United States) similar and/or different to the one you just experienced?

Building a Tower – Which government is most successful?

Group B
Write the names of group members in the table below.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Directions:  Using tape and index cards, your group will create a tower in the time allotted by the teacher.  Your group’s building decisions will be contingent upon the following:

All building decisions will be made by group consensus where each step requires a majority (more than half) agreement to proceed.

Questions: This section is to be completed once the teacher calls time for the tower building.  Each group member must take a turn being the secretary.  All group members are expected to participate in answering the questions.

1. Was your group an authoritarian or democratic government or even a government at all?  Specifically what type of authoritarian or democratic government?

2. How could you tell?

3. Fill in the table below listing advantages and disadvantages of your government.

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Is this a type of government you would want to live under?  Why or why not?

5. How is our government (United States) similar and/or different to the one you just experienced?

Building a Tower – Which government is most successful?

Group C
Write the names of group members in the table below.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Directions:  Using tape and index cards, your group will create a tower in the time allotted by the teacher.  Your group’s building decisions will be contingent upon the following:

All building decisions will be made by the oldest student, but other group members may veto their decision, offer suggestions, and even help build.
Questions: This section is to be completed once the teacher calls time for the tower building.  Each group member must take a turn being the secretary.  All group members are expected to participate in answering the questions.

1. Was your group an authoritarian or democratic government or even a government at all?  Specifically what type of authoritarian or democratic government?

2. How could you tell?

3. Fill in the table below listing advantages and disadvantages of your government.

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Is this a type of government you would want to live under?  Why or why not?

5. How is our government (United States) similar and/or different to the one you just experienced?

Building a Tower – Which government is most successful?

Group D
Write the names of group members in the table below.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Directions:  Using tape and index cards, your group will create a tower in the time allotted by the teacher.  Your group’s building decisions will be contingent upon the following:

The group will vote for three people to take charge of building decisions.  Once chosen, those three people can listen to input from other group members, but other group members may not touch any of the materials.  The three leaders may accept input from other group members.

Questions: This section is to be completed once the teacher calls time for the tower building.  Each group member must take a turn being the secretary.  All group members are expected to participate in answering the questions.

1. Was your group an authoritarian or democratic government or even a government at all?  Specifically what type of authoritarian or democratic government?

2. How could you tell?

3. Fill in the table below listing advantages and disadvantages of your government.

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Is this a type of government you would want to live under?  Why or why not?

5. How is our government (United States) similar and/or different to the one you just experienced?

Building a Tower – Which government is most successful?

Group E
Write the names of group members in the table below.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Directions:  Using tape and index cards, your group will create a tower in the time allotted by the teacher.  Your group’s building decisions will be contingent upon the following:

All building decisions will be made by the shortest person in your group without input from other group members.  The leader will assign two other group members as lower officers.  The lower officers will construct the tower as told by the leader.  The leader may not be spoken to unless approval is given, this includes the lower officers.  Other members of the group may not talk unless approved by the leader nor help build the tower.

Questions: This section is to be completed once the teacher calls time for the tower building.  Each group member must take a turn being the secretary.  All group members are expected to participate in answering the questions.

1. Was your group an authoritarian or democratic government or even a government at all?  Specifically what type of authoritarian or democratic government?

2. How could you tell?

3. Fill in the table below listing advantages and disadvantages of your government.

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Is this a type of government you would want to live under?  Why or why not?

5. How is our government (United States) similar and/or different to the one you just experienced?

