
Reading Guide: Thomas Paine’s Common Sense (1776)

Answer these questions using TEXTUAL EVIDENCE.

Background Details:

1. Where was this written?

2. When?

3. What was happening in this place at this time?

“Introduction to the Third Edition”:
4. What is Paine’s opinion of this event?
5. Why does Paine say this “cause” appeals to all people?

“Of the Origin and Design of Government in General, with Concise Remarks on the English Constitution”:

6. Give examples of the contrast between society and government.

7. Why do we have governments?

8. How is Paine’s example of a new colony similar to New England?

9. Describe the relationship between the “electors” and “elected.”

10. Analyze: why are monarchies and the Parliament ineffective?

“Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession”:

11. What are the causes of inequality?

12. Why does Paine use Biblical references?

13. Evaluate why hereditary succession is wrong.
14. Why is England not a Republic?

“Thoughts on the Present State of American Affairs”:
15. What happened on “the nineteenth of April” 1775, that negated all previous plans for America?
16. Why don’t the colonies need Great Britain?

17. Why is the term “parent country” inaccurate?
18. How does being tied to England hurt America economically?

19. Describe the reasons for supporting Great Britain that Paine refutes.

20. Assess Paine’s reasons that America’s geography does not suit being a British colony.

21. Why would the King try to hamper America’s development? How would he use laws?

22. What reasons for American “continental” unity does Paine give?

23. Why does Paine propose a suggested government for a newly free America?

“Of the Present Ability of America: with some Miscellaneous Reflections”:
24. List America’s greatest strengths, according to Paine.
25. Why does Paine focus so much on providing information about building a navy?

26. Why should Americans act quickly?

27. How does Paine distinguish between being “rebels” and declaring independence?
Conclusions:
28. If you lived in 1776, would you have supported Common Sense? Why or why not?
