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American History I






Brian Harrington
Dear Parents and Students of American History I,

Welcome to American History!  US History is my favorite subject and my goal is to make it as exciting and relevant to you as I possibly can.  I look forward to working with you to make sure you achieve your highest level of success.  Please read this information letter, sign the attached form indicating you have read it and make sure it is placed in the front of the student’s notebook.
Athens at its BEST means that students will:

· Be Respectful by honoring themselves and others, using appropriate language and keeping our environment clean and healthy.

· Be Engaged and Ready by following BYOD policies and having cell phones put away when necessary, being on time, paying attention, taking notes, participating and staying in class.

· Show Self Control by staying in seats, raising hands to speak and avoiding disturbing others.

· Take Responsibility by accepting consequences, using time wisely, working hard and being a positive leader.

My expectation is that all adults in the classroom be treated with the utmost respect, including interns, substitute teachers and teachers covering the class.
BYOD:  Please read the school’s Bring Your Own Device policy.  I will use the BYOD Stoplight in class in order to cue students about when a device may be out.  (Red means device is powered off and put away, Yellow means to ask the teacher if they can use it, Green means students will be using the device for classroom purposes.)  Just like a red light violation on the roads, a student will get a warning, then “points” on their “license” and then the “license” will be taken away.  Repeated offenses will be interpreted as non-compliance and discipline steps will be followed.  Students should not be charging their devices in class.
American History Standards:  This course will follow the standard course of study which may be accessed at   http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/docs/acre/standards/new-standards/social-studies/american-history-1. 
GRADES in this class are intended to accurately represent mastery of the content knowledge and skills taught according to the Standard Course of Study.  The American I team has determined that grades will be calculated as follows:
  Tests and Projects (Major assessments) 
= 50%;  Quizzes = 25%;   Classwork = 15%;  Homework   =10%
Student Evaluation is based on the following:


A = Outstanding work Well exceeds expectations: 90% - 100%


B = Very good work, Exceeds expectations    80% - 89%


C = Adequate work, Meets expectations 
70% - 79%


D = Inadequate but addresses topic – 60% - 69% SMART lunch may be assigned


F = Has not met standards, needs remediation.  0 – 69%

Students will be given a rubric for writing assignments to guide their writing assignments.

Differentiation for honors and standard levels will include more primary sources, deeper writing and reflection and a project tracing a theme through American History.
Communication: 
e-mail  bharrington1@wcpss.net   
Office Hours are posted every week with Tutorials on Tuesdays A Lunch and Fridays B lunch 
  Students must attend a minimum of 2 tutorials per quarter which are counted as a quiz grade.

Webpage:   My webpage is assessable through the Athens Drive Website.
· Go to the Athens Drive Web Page

· Find the faculty/staff tab at the top

· Find the Social Studies web page

· Find my class
Grade Book data entry is fairly continuous and includes all assignments which have been graded and passed back.  It is very difficult to enter late or make-up work in a timely manner, and students should not expect these assignments to show in the grade book right away.  
Please allow me 24 hours to print a progress report.  

MAKE UP:  It is the student’s responsibility to get their make-up work either by checking the daily agenda file, the web page, asking another student or by making an appointment with me.  Students must take care to make up assignments as soon as possible after an absence.  Make up tests will not be the same test as those given on the assigned day and many make-up questions will be essay or short answer.  Students should refer to the board policy regarding make up work and get the absence excused.
ATTENDANCE in class is crucial.  Students are discouraged from leaving class for any reason.  Students will receive 3 emergency restroom passes per quarter.  Any more time out of class needs to be discussed through parents/guardians and/or guidance.  
LATE WORK is when a student was present when the assignment was given and present when the assignment was due, but did not turn the work in. As per the school’s grading policy, any work submitted late will have 5% deduction per day up to 50% of credit earned.
SUPPLIES

Text book:  Due to the large number of students taking either American I or American II, there will not be enough texts for each student to have one at home.  In addition, our hard-copy text books do not contain much of the material for American History I.  Athens students may access the on-line text book as follows:

Go to – www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
User name is:  asianation
Pass code is:  sunshine1
Any student who needs a hard copy of the text will need to check one out from me on a case-by-case basis.

You will also need:  a notebook (a 3-ring binder or space in a binder.  Notebook checks will be once per unit and will be unannounced.  Spiral books are not acceptable), pencils (#2), blue or black ink pen, and a home dictionary. Students who do not have internet access from home will need to make arrangements to use school resources during lunch. Please bring your own tissue during cold and allergy season.
I ask that parents please complete and sign the attached information request and that students place this letter in their notebooks.

I look forward to working with each student in US History and to meeting you at Open House on September 13, 2016 at 6:30 PM.  I am certain we will all have a productive and successful term.
American History I 





Student Name ________________________

Fall 2016






Period ________

Brian Harrington





Student/Parent information
Classroom Expectations

Students will

· Be Respectful by honoring themselves and others, using appropriate language and keeping our environment clean and healthy.

· Be Engaged and Ready by being on time, paying attention, taking notes and participating.

· Show Self Control by staying in their seat, raising their hands to speak and avoiding disturbing others.

· Take Responsibility by accepting consequences, using time wisely, working hard and being a positive leader.
All school rules and District Policies will be followed including the BYOD policy.
Grades:  Major grades = 50% ;  Quizzes  = 25%;  Classwork     = 15%    Homework = 10%

Late Work:  Loses 5% per day late and will be marked in the order it was received.  Any quiz/test taken after class has received theirs back will be a different version.
Academic Integrity:  I have read and understood the Athens Drive policy on Academic Integrity.  I will sign the Honor Statement on all tests for this class.  

“I pledge to be honest and fair.
I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this test or assignment" 
I have read and understood the above expectations.  I have read the attached Parent/Student contact letter and understand the policy on Academic Integrity and Bring Your Own Device.  I understand the student will keep the expectations letter in his/her notebook.
___________________________  ________       _________________________ _______

Student Signature                             

date

Parent Signature


date

Parent Information:

Parent/Guardian Name _______________________________  Home Phone __________________

Work Phone _____________________________       Cell Phone ___________________

e-mail address ___________________________

Parent/Guardian Name _______________________________  Home Phone __________________

Work Phone _______________________________   Cell Phone ___________________

e-mail address ___________________________

Emergency Contact Name/Number __________________________________________

Are there any health or learning concerns about your child I should know? (Include vision, color blindness, hearing, special seating needs, etc.) 
Student information:

What is your schedule this term?

	Block
	Class
	Teacher
	Room #

	1st
	
	
	

	2nd
	
	
	

	3rd
	
	
	

	4th
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


__________  I will be bringing my own device for classroom activities and research.

___________ I will need to be provided with an electronic device for classroom activities.

I   DO  /  DO NOT have internet access at home.

My after school activities include:

Do you have brothers and/or sisters?   What are their names and how old are they?

Important Dates:

Progress/Interim Reports: Weeks of 9/26 & 12/05 

Early Release Days:  9/9, 9/30, 10/21, 10/30, 11/2

1st  Quarter Ends: 10/28 

2nd Quarter Ends: 1/24 

Open House: 9/13
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